SASCI Annual Report 2012
I am pleased to report on SASCI activities since our AGM end November 2011. I would like to thank my Exco members for their contributions.
Please note the Exco Members and their responsibilities below: 

- Farrel Hellig (President: Africa PCR, Funders, International Relations and Congresses) 
- Sajidah Khan (Vice-President: Africa PCR, International Congresses, Education and Guidelines) 
- Cobus Badenhorst (Treasurer: SHARE, SA Heart Congress 2012 and HS-troponin guidelines) 
- Adie Horak (Secretary: SASCI @ World Paed Cardio Congress 2013) 
- Graham Cassel (ex-officio President: Africa PCR and non-invasive coronary imaging)  

- Mpiko Ntsekhe (Academic: Visiting Professors Program and HS-troponin guidelines) 
- Chris Zambakides (Johannesburg and Academic: TAVI funding)  
- Len Steingo (SA Heart PPC: Coding and Funders) 
- Mark Abelson (SA Heart PPC: Coding and Funders) 
- Dave Kettles (Eastern Cape: Fellows Workshop 2012) 
- Jean Vorster (Pretoria: Funders) 

The ISCAP (Interventional Society of Cathlab Allied Professionals) representatives on SASCI Exco are Gill Longano and Liezl Le Grange. 

I will like to thank our industry elected Exco representatives for their excellent contribution during the past number of years. Their term ends at AGM 2012 - Craig Goodburn (co-opted end 2011), Salome Snyders, Rob Millar and Mariska Fouche.
2012 has been an exceptionally busy period. We are in the midst of flux in our environment and the challenges are many.
Education continues to be one of our core priorities. Especially creating opportunities for our “cardiologists in training” remains paramount, with a number of SASCI educational programs now offered annually. These are sought after opportunities for those still in training.  
The 6th France-Reunion-South Africa (FRSA) meeting took place in Cape Town from 27th - 30th November, 2012. This combined effort between SASCI, SOCTSSA and France-Reunion group, and was the second of such events to be hosted in South Africa. It was endorsed by UCT and Mayo Clinic and carried full EBAC accreditation. True to tradition, it was blessed with a superb international and local faculty totalling some 37 speakers, and some seminal talks were delivered by renowned speakers from Europe and USA. 

A wide range of topics in interventional cardiology and cardiac surgery were discussed. In the 14 years since the inception of this meeting, the two disciplines have moved closer together and principle of collaboration on a number of clinical scenarios continues to prevail in this meeting. The current status of PCI VS CABG has been more clearly defined by relevant studies such as SYNTAX, whilst the impact of FFR on management of coronary disease was extensively discussed by some leading opinions in this field. New fields of intervention such as renal denervation, percutaneous closure of paravalvar leaks were presented, whilst structural heart disease and valvular interventions like TAVI were the subjects of full sessions.

In the prevailing economic environment it is becoming increasingly difficult to hold international meetings like this and sponsors are becoming more difficult to find. However we were very happy to have received support from 19 companies and attracted nearly 150 delegates from France and Europe with >200 South African delegates registered. Total attendance was nearly 450. Tom Mabin is thanked for his continued contribution through to this very successful educational meeting.
In 2013 the meeting will be held in Bordeaux, France, with the endorsement of the Bordeaux University. SASCI remains involved in compiling the programme and faculty. 

The challenge for the future will be to maintain opportunities for South African colleagues to be exposed to such respected teachers in a local environment where cardiology and surgical disciplines can intermingle on a personal level. 
South African Fellows had the opportunity to attend the annual Society for Cardiac Angiography and Intervention (SCAI) Fellows Program in Las Vegas from 6-9 December 2011. The SA delegation for 2011 was: Drs MC Mayayise, GS Harris, S Pandie and C Kyriakakis. SCAI has extended an invitation to SASCI to nominate four Fellows in interventional cardiology in South Africa to attend the SCAI Fellows Program in the United States in Dec 2012. SASCI has secured funding for the flights from Boston Scientific to Las Vegas and the SCAI offer includes registration, accommodation and meals during the program. Feedback from previous attendees has been exceptionally positive and the congress organiser has complemented SASCI on the contribution SA delegates has made in the past.   

The 7th annual SASCI Fellows program took place on the weekend of 3rd of March 2012 in East-London at LIFE St Dominic’s Hospital with Dr Dave Kettles as Program Director with the contribution of the faculty members Farrel Hellig, Mark Abelson, Chris Zambakides and Adriaan Snyders. As in the past this event was rated as highly educational by attendees.

SASCI has established a firm position at EuroPCR. We have collaborated with Ireland, England, Germany and France in the past and this year’s session with the Polish Society on TAVI proved just as successful. The “TAVI complication cases” (one presented by Tom Mabin with “How would I treat” segments by Helmut Weich) proved an exceptional learning opportunity and involved the whole audience in discussion. It was my privilege to co-chair the session. Well done to the presenters and a thank you to those SASCI members who attended the session. 

South African’s featured in numerous capacities during the congress including chairpersons, case facilitators and presenters of talks and abstracts. Well done to all! The abstract by Tom Mabin on “TAVI Cost-Effectiveness” will hopefully strengthen our case in achieving a universal appropriate level of reimbursement in selected high risk patient groups. 

During the South African Heart Association Congress 2012 (19 – 22 July 2012, at Sun City) SASCI and PCR will offer the first AfricaPCR program. This is the launch event for AfricaPCR which will become an annual 2day symposium in the future. 

AfricaPCR was officially announced by Prof Jean Marco during his opening address at the recent EuroPCR 2012 meeting in Paris and the announcement was met with excitement and interest from South African and African delegates as well as others from around the world. The objective of this joint initiative (which includes representation from PCR, SASCI, PASCAR and the other SA Heart special interest groups and subcommittees) is to bring the PCR toolbox of educational material to Africa with South Africa as the initial gate way, in a way that meets our local needs using the PCR “by you, for you” principle. 
An Africa PCR committee comprising representatives from various relevant stakeholders will in coming months collaborate in developing a needs analysis. The committee consists of Farrel Hellig (Committee Chairperson/SASCI); Sajidah Khan (Academic/SASCI); Tom Mabin (SA Heart Education); Cassel Graham (SASCI); Cobus Badenhorst (SA Heart 2012); Ebrahim G.M. Hoosen (Paeds/Congress 2013); Mpiko Ntsekhe (Academic/PASCAR); Martin Sussman (Surgeons/SA Heart Association); Anton Doubell (Academic/SA Heart Education);  Danie Marx (Academic/SA Heart Education); Hans Buyl (PCR liaison) and George Nel (SASCI).

SASCI’s 3rd Annual Visiting Professor Prof Jean Marco will arrive in South Africa mid-June. During his tenure of two months, he will be visiting all the medical schools across the country where he will give lectures to both cardiologists in training (Medical Schools) as well as doctors in private practice and also spend time with fellows in the some of the cath labs. This program is made possible through an unconditional educational grant from Medtronic. 
It is my pleasure to thank Medtronic for the extension of their support of this valuable program for an additional three years (to 2015). It is also my privilege to announce that Prof David Holmes (Professor of Medicine at the Mayo, Clinic College of Medicine and immediate past president of the American College of Cardiology) a well-known and greatly respected interventional cardiology icon from the US has in principal accepted our invitation to be the VP in 2013 or 2014.  

I wish to thank Mpiko Ntsekhe who continues to manage this program on behalf of the SASCI Executive.  
SASCI is proud to confirm that Dr Aine Mugabi was the 2012 recipient of the RC Fraser International Fellowship in Cardiovascular Intervention award. Dr Mugabi will go to Dr Martyn Thomas (Consultant Cardiologist & Clinical Director for Cardiovascular Services) unit at  Guy's & St Thomas' Hospital, London for a period of one month in 2013 where he will have the opportunity to expand his knowledge and further his abilities. This award is annually sponsored by Boston Scientific. Dr Alfonso Pecoraro (2011 recipient) are at Dr Thomas’s unit during June 2012. 
As an affiliate member of the ESC, SA Heart has received an offer to nominate a number of members of SA Heart and SASCI who have never before attended ESC, for free registration at the ESC Congress which will take place in Munich from 25-29 August this year. This offer gives the recipients the opportunity to meet with other young cardiologists from around the world and to become part of the Young Cardiologist Club. SASCI with support from Winthrop, Pharma Dynamics and B Braun (for one delegate each) and Medtronic (for two delegates) will reimburse economy-class flights and reasonable accommodation for the five qualifying applicants. SASCI is looking forward to the feedback from this year’s recipients: Drs Sizwe Mthiyane, Chevaan Hendrickse, Tawanda Butau, Parmanand Naran and Pat Ntuli.
The Paediatric Cardiac Society of South Africa (Special Interest Group of SA Heart Association) will organise the 6th World Congress of Paediatric Cardiology and Cardiac Surgery, between 17th and 22nd February 2013.  SASCI will be significantly involved in the Congress. The Congress has been organised into FIVE TRACKS which cater for various fields of interest.  From SASCI’s point of view, the track: “catheter-based interventions from foetus to adults” will include live presentations, which will be augmented by a combination of lectures, debates, master classes and pre-recorded cases, spread over the five congress days.   These cases will highlight newer interventions, such as transcatheter valve placements, atrial appendage ablations. Invitations have been extended to an excellent international faculty, and this promises to be a stimulating and exciting congress, which will be catering for adult cardiologists, as well as paediatric cardiologists. Adie Horak is the designated representative on the Congress Organising Committee for SASCI. 
OTHER ACTIVITIES 
COUNCIL FOR MEDICAL SCHEMES - TAVI: After reaching consensus on the circumstances under which a patient should be entitled to TAVI, but whilst still finding limitations in access to treatment, SASCI has taken cases to the Council for Medical Schemes, in order to establish funding precedents. These cases have met some success but SASCI will continue to move forward with these.  
SASCI FUNDER NEGOTIATIONS: A delegation from SASCI met with Discovery Health to discuss issue of TAVI funding. Resolution of this matter is expected soon. Len Steingo and Mark Abelson have, as part of SA Heart Association Private Practice committee, met with Discovery to discuss coding, Rule G and chronic approval forms. 
INTERVENTIONAL SOCIETY OF CATHLAB ALLIED PROFESSIONALS (ISCAP): ISCAP - Read the full report on activities as addendum herewith. SASCI members have been asked to embrace this new initiative and support them within their hospital and group environment. 
Acknowledgements: I would like to thank my hard-working executive and also our industry partners for their continued and unwavering support of SASCI and its constitutional objectives. 
Farrel Hellig
President, SASCI
Addendum A: ISCAP 

Addendum B: Financial Statement (I will add GN – Expected by end of the week)
Addendum C: Members List (I will add GN)
Addendum A: ISCAP Annual report 2012
The Exco of the Interventional Society of Cathlab Allied Professionals (ISCAP), with Dianne Kerrigan as chairperson, has been working continuously since November 2011 to set the foundation to ensure that this society has all the structures in place in order to reach their goals. Dianne is supported by the other Exco members: Gill Longano, Marilyn de Meyer and Romi Dickson. The industry representatives are Amy Wolf, Tracey Du Preez, Craig Goodburn and Craigh Smith. ISCAP has 12 signed up Corporate Members at this stage. Without their contributions ISCAP cannot grow and achieve any of their goals. Thank you to AstraZeneca, Aspen Pharmacare, B Braun, Baroque Medical, Boehringer-Ingelheim, Cordis, Edwards, Medtronic, Paragmed, Surgical Innovations, Torque Medical, Viking and Volcano.

Educational:

· In March this year, the ISCAP committee met with Unit Managers from hospitals from all over South Africa, at Sunninghill Hospital. During this meeting the ISCAP concept, goals and the recruitment roll out plan as well as regional committees, training days, training manuals and sponsorships were discussed. A meeting was also held in Cape Town with unit managers on Saturday, 9 June 2012. During this meeting ISCAP was also launched in Cape Town and they are now busy setting up their committee.
· Cardiac Manual – Jaco Reinecke has been approached to compile the Cardiac Manual. He has done Standards and Manuals before. The Exco would like to thank him for the professional job that he is doing. 70% of the manual is completed but we still need input from all the labs. 
· A CPD accredited program is planned for the SA Heart Congress, exploring radiation controls and safety. Members of ISCAP and various other speakers will present talks, which we expect will be very popular.
Membership: 

· The ISCAP Exco committee and members with assistance from industry also rolled out the Cuppachino/Cupcake/CathLab Campaign, designed to attract new members to join SA Heart and SASCI. This has been a huge success with our membership numbers growing on a daily basis. 
· Membership: Membership cost R220 P/A, excluding VAT (R105 SA Heart and R115 for SASCI). One of our principal objectives is to reach as many Cathlab/EP Lab personnel as possible, and to remain in continuous contact with them. Enrolment can be done at the SASCI website www.sasci.co.za. 

Industry matters:
· Industry meeting: We held our 2nd meeting with Industry on 18 June 2012. During this meeting we discussed our common goals and the correct SOP when you set up a Workshop. Industry need to adhere to the SOP for Accreditation of Education and Training done under the Auspices of SASCI/ISCAP.

Future Programs:

· Our 1st Training program on Balloon Pumps therapy is being planned for August 2012 in Gauteng where after similar meetings is being planned in other areas as well.

· Africa PCR – SASCI/ISCAP participation - SASCI/ISCAP will be part of the World Paediatric meeting in 2013. The Exco is very excited about this and would embrace this opportunity.

I would like to thank SA Heart and SASCI for allowing us the opportunity to form the Interventional Society of Cathlab Allied Professionals as an active working group of SASCI.

Diane Kerrigan and Gill Longano

